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REVELATION xx. 12. 


And 1 ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, fland before 

God, and the Books were opened, and another 

Book was opened, which is the Book of Life 

and the dead were judged out of thoſe things, 

. avhich were written in the Books, according to 
their Works. © © , 


XXI E commonly and truly ſay of God's 
people, that waen they are moſt 
alone, they are leaſt alone; when 
they are alone in one ſenſe, they are not in a- 
nother, for the Father is with them; and that 
God that is with them at all times, is moſt 
ſweetly with them in the worſt of times: 
y when the child is ſick, then it is moſt dandled 
on the knee; then the cloſet is ranſack d for 
the choice cordial: many eminent inſtances 
of this we have in ſcripture ; but perhaps not 
any mote eminent than this of the apoſtle, 
and who is generally believed to be the E- 
vangeliſt St. John; who being for the word 
of God, and the teſtimony of Jeſus, baniſhed 
into the iſle of Patmos, God made Patmos a 
paradiſe to him; there it was, he had moſt 
ſweet intercourſe with God; rare and uſeful 
diſcoveries from God, that 7 s he ever 
experienced; diſcoveries did I ſay; yea, 
not only what ſhould be hereafter in time, 
but alſo at the end of time, the molt lively re- 

Py B preſentation 
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preſentation of the reſurrection, judgment, 


and final determination of all things : my 
text and context give an account of the viſio- 
nary repreſentation the apoſtle John had of 


the general jugdment; in the foregoing verſe, 
he tells us of a throne erected; ſpacious and 


glorious, a great and a white throne; and 
ſuch was the majeſty of him that ſat on it, 


that heaven and earth could not endure his 
preſence; a throne being erected, the next 
account we have is of the perſons convinced, 


and the judicial procedure, and that is in the 
words of the text; I ſaw the dead, ſmall and 


great, ſtand before God, and the books were o- 
pened, and another book was opened, which is the 


book of life ; and the dead were judged out of thoſe 


things which were written in the books according 
to their. works, | „ | 
So that theſe words contain an account of 
the general judgment; a large account in a 
few words. In handling of which, for me- 


thod's ſake, we ſhall take notice of theſe-ghree 
general parts, FIRST, The perſon judging who 
is God: SECONDLY, The perſons Ngo the 


dead, ſmall and great, flanding before God: 
THiRDLY, The form of procedure, and that 
is, the opening of the books, and judging the 


dead out of thoſe things written in the books, 


according to their works. 

Firſt, The judge himſelf, and he is ſaid to 
be God ; by whom is meant principally the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the God-man and Me- 


diator of the New Covenant; the man that is 
| God's fellow, equal with the Father, and 


thought 


a > . 1 - 8 3 a 5 R * * : Let * = 
. r 5 * 2 2 i ay 3 4 
„ 3 NO 5 WA 8 
15 n . 3 1 * Mr os $ 5 8 


1 


thought it no robbery to be ſo; who is pro- 
perly, truly, and really God; not God by office, 


as magiſtrates are, but God by nature: I muſt 


confeſs, the work of jud$ing, as well as of 
making and ruling the world, belongs to all 
the perſons in the Trinity; as all had a hand 
in making and governing the world, fo they 
will in judging the world ; but though the 


| power of judging, approving, and rewarding 


in the” great day, is proper to all the three 


< ar ; yet the outward fitting on the Tri- 


nal, and the publication of the ſentence are 
peculiar to Chriſt ; and this work and buſi- 
neſs Chriſt is FIRST called to, SECONDLY, 
Qualified for it. 
J, He is called to it, the Father hath 


authorized him, as in Jobn v. 27. and 


hath given him authority to execute judg- 


- ment alſo, becauſe he is the Son of God; 


the' Father hath made a commitment of 


this work to the Son, as in the 22d verſe. 


For the Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgment to the Son; the Father 
hath ordained, conſtituted, and appointed 


_ Chriſt to this work, ſo in Acts xvii. 31. 


becauſe he hath appointed a day in the which he 
will judge the world in ri Are neſs, by that man 
whom he hath ordained ; whereof be hath given 


aſſurance unto all men, in that be hath raiſed him 
from the dead; God hath ordained Chriſt to 


this work in a way of juſtice to' himſelf, and 
in a way of kindneſs to us. 


2dly, He is every way qualified for this . 


en there are three qualifications that are 
B 2 abſolutely 


3 TSF 
abſolutely neceſſary for a judge; power, 
wiſdom, and juſtice; and all theſe are emi- 


nently found in Chriſt. 

1. Power; power to reac 
power to raiſe the dead, and to bring them 
before him, and to paſs ſentence on them; 
faith our Lord, all power in heaven and earth 
is given unto. me. The perſon who in the 
words of our text is called God, is elſe where 
called the mighty God, the great God: ſo 


faith the apoſtle, looking for the bleſſed hope and 


glorious appearing of the great God, and our Sa- 


vViour Jeſus Chriſt. It is true, our Lord, at that 
day, will make uſe of the miniſtring angels; but 
it will not be, becauſe he cannot act without 


them; but to put a greater honour upon it; 


it will not be out of neceſſity but for majeſty, 


that he makes uſe of them. 


2. Another qualification that is ne- 
ceſſary for a judge is wiſdom; a judge 
ought to be a diſcerning perſon, a perſon f 
deep penetration; our dear Lord is ſaid tobe 
the wiſdom of the Father; he is called a Coun- 
ſellor, a wonderful counſellor; he is called 
not only the power of God, but the wiſdom. 


of God; ſee how he is deſcribed in Revela- 


tion i. 14. his head and bis hair were white liłe 


wool, as white as ſnow, and bis eyes were as a 


flame of fire; he is no novice, for his hairs are 


woolly with eternity ; and his eyes flame with. 
omniſcience; as his power was never yet op- 
poſed, ſo his wiſdom was never yet puzzled; itis 
true, earthly judges aſk that they may know, 


but 


they take their information from witneſles ; - | 


h the living: 
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1 
but Chriſt need. not that any ſhould teſtify. of 
man; for he knows what is in man: Lord, 
| faith Peter, thou knoweft all things, John xx. 17. 
3. Another qualification that is neceſ- 
ſary for a judge is juſtice :: a judge ſhould. be; 
a. perſon that ſhould determine things after 
an unbyaſſed manner; and ſhall. not the judge 
of all the earth da right * He is not, under 
any, temptation to injuſtice, .cither by applauſe, 
or intereſt : the apoſtle. Poul writing his fare- 
| wel letter to his beloved Timothy ;j when he 
; was ready to be made a;ſacrifice for the oauſe 
of Chriſt, ſays he, in 2: Tim iv. 6. fer L 
am now ready to be offered up, and tbe time of my. 
| departure is at hand, hencefortb"there. is laid up. 
Fer mea.crownof righteaujngi 5, where, the a 
a poſtle compares the glory of, that day to a. 
crown, in reſpect to the ſplendor of it.; in re- 
ſpect to the weight of it; and in Hh gt to, the. 


N r of it, for a; crown. hath no end: 
but then, ſaith he, this crown is a crown. of, 
righteouſneſs; why ſo Beoauſe it is given by a 
righteous judge, to righteous perſons, in a 
righteous manner; a crown of righteouſneſs, 
which the Lord the righteous judge ſhall give me 
at that day: God will judge the world in righ- 
teouſneſs, by that man whom he hath, ap- 
pointed: I might add a fourth quality that is 
neceſſary for a judge; and that is viſibilityj; 
and this is peculiar to Chriſt; of all the per- 
ſons in the is Trinity, this of viſibility is 
moſt proper to him: with reſpect to the ſpi- 
rit, I do not remember he aſſumed any viſible 
form, but twice, the one was in the tore ee 
ove 
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the boſom of the father, be hath 
now with reſpect to Chriſt, as he was viſible 
on earth, ſo he is in heaven to thoſe that 


FS] 


dove at the baptiſm of Chriſt ; the other was 


the form of cloven tongues on the apoſtles ; 


and with reſpect to God the Father, I do not 
remember, we read he ever aſſumed any vi- 
fible form ; as for. the appearances that Abra- 
bam, Jacob and Moſes, and others had; we 
have the-greateſt ground' to believe, it was 
the Son of God ; when the law was given, a 
voice was heard, but no ſimilitude ſeen; when 
Chriſt was baptized, a voice was heard, but no 
ſimilitude ſeen ; fo likewiſe when Chriſt was 


transfigured; and to this agrees that expreſſion 


of our Lord, John i. 18. 20 man hath ſeen God 
at any time, the only begotten LG, which is in 
clared bim; but 


are there; and he will appear viſible at the 


end of the world: the Lord Chriſt ſhall be 


revealed from heaven; it is not ſaid, he ſhall * 


A. 
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come viſible, but he ſhall be revealed, and 
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our Lord tells us, Matthew xxiv. 30. and ©. 


then ſhall appear the fign of the ſon of man in 
rae _ 2 8 the tri 45 of the earth 
mourn, and they ſhall ſee the ſon of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory; 
ſo you have that expreſſion of the angels to 
the apoſtles in Acts i. 11. which alſo ſaid, ye 


men of Galilee, why ſtand ye here gazing up into 


heaven? this ſame Feſus which is taken up into 
heaven, ſhall fo come in like manner as ye have 


ſeen him go into heaven. In lite manner, how 
is that? they ſaw him go in the clouds, in 


like manner he ſhall come in the clouds ; 


they 
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they ſaw him go with angels, in like manner 
he ſhall come with angels; they ſaw him go 
with a proper ſoul and body, in like manner 
he ſhall fo come again; they ſaw him go into 
heaven viſibly, in like manner he ſhall come 
viſibly; very expreſs are thoſe words, Reve- 
lation 1. 7. Behold be cometh in the clouds, and 
every eye ſhall ſee him; now leaſt we ſhould 
be tempted to think every believing eye ſhall 
N ſee him, every one that is united to him, and 
| none but ſuch, the next words clear it; and 
they alſo which pierced him, and all kindreds of 
the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him ; but perhaps 
you will be ready to ſay, how does this agree 
: with the expreſſion, follow peace with all men, 
and bolineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the 
5 Lord! the meaning is, no man ſhall ſee him, 
ſo as to enjoy him comfortably ; they ſhall 
ſee him, every eye ſhall ſee him; but none 
ſhall comfortably ſee him without holineſs; 
there will be a great difference between ſee- 
| ing of Chriſt at the laſt day ; it's a comfort- 
| able thing to near relations to ſee a judge 
; on the bench, becauſe of the honour that is 
; conferred on him; when on the other hand, 
| it is a terror to a malefactor that is to be 
f 


judged by him: we will draw an inference 
or two from this firſt head, and ſo proceed. 
Is Chriſt inveſted with the power of judg- 
ing the quick and the dead? Is he called to it, 
and qualified for it? Then hence we may infer 
the divinity of Chriſt, he is here ſtiled God; 
but if that term was wanting, the office 
would teach it: who but God can raiſe the 


dead; 
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dead; be that knows the ſecrets of all hearts, | 

he muſt needs be God; you know that expreſ- "I 

fion, Rom. xiv. 12. Jo then every one of ius | 

ſhall give an account of himſelf to God. Who is 

this God ] See the 1oth verſe, For aby doſt thou 

| judge thy brother? Or why doſt thou ſet at nought 

thy brother? We ſhall fland before the judgment- 

| ſeat of Chriſt : I have often thought of that ex- | 

| 1 in Pfalm lviii. 1 1. ſays the prophet f 
ere, verily be is a God that judgeth in the 4 

earth; he does not ſay verily he is a God that | 

will Judge in the earth, though that is true; 

| | the works of creation and providence are 

ll! aſcribed to Chriſt, by bim all things were made, 

ill and by him all things conſiſt ; but that is not 

what I aim at, if he that judgeth in the earth 

s God, chen certainly he is God that judg- 

| eth in heaven. £4 | y 

| 


If this be fo, that Chriſt is inveſted with 
the office of a judge, it lets, us ſee. what 
little cauſe we have to be aſhamed of the Croſs;. 
this may ſupport us under all temptations that 
il may ariſe from the ſenſe of our Lord's mean- 
| neſs in this world: this was a ſore tempta- 

tion'to many, the birth of Chirſt, the life of 
_ Chriſt, the followers of Chriſt, and eſpe- 
cially the death of Chriſt, was a great ſtum- 
bling to many; and the cus and Mahometans 
to this day upbraid us with believing in a 
crucified God; but let the ſenſe of the Crown 
take away the ſcandal of the Croſs; when we 
conſider him in his low eftate, let us conſider 
him in his advanced eſtate ; this was a ſhock 
to the diſciples themſelves ; in Luke xxiv. 13. 
| you 


* 
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you have an account how two of them were 
going to Emmaus very ſorrowful, and talk- 
ed together of all thoſe things which had 
happened; and while they were communing 
together, Jeſus drew nigh, and went with 
them; but they knew him not; and he ſaid 
unto, them, What manner of communicati= 
ons are theſe, that ye have one to another as ye 
walk, and are ſad ;- and one of them, 'whoſe 
name was Cleophas, ſaid to him, Art thou only 
a.. ſiranger in Jeruſalem, - and haſt not known 
the things that are come to paſs in theſe days : 
and he ſaid unto them, What things? and they 
faid unto him concerning Jeſus of Nazareth, 
which was a Prophet. mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the;people,, and how the chief 
prieſts and our rulers delivered bim to be condemn- 
ed to death, and bave crucified him; but we truſted 
it had been he which ſhould have rediemed Iſrael; 
and beſides all this, to-day is the third day fince 
rheſe things were done. They knew Chriſt was 


4 betrayed, that he was apprehended, that he 


was. accuſed, arraigned and condemned, and 
crucified ; and this was a ſore trial to them. 
well, ſays Chriſt, Oh fools, and flow of heart, to 
believe all that the prophets have ſpoken ; ought 
not Chriſt to bave . theſe things and 10 


enter into his glory? As if he ſhould ſay, you 


ſhould put the glory of Chriſt with his ſuf- 
ferings; what if Chriſt die a death of pain 
and of ignominy ? What if he went hungry - 
and thirſty about the world? Conſider his 
exalted eſtate, he 4s qualified for this ſtate; 
this was a ſupport to our Lord himſelf, when 
5 C a he 


1 
he was brought before the high prieſt, Mark 
xiv. 61. he aſked him, Art thou the Cbriſt the Son 
of the Bleſſed? Though our Lord knew a po- 
ſitive anſwer would coſt him his life, yet he 
anſwers, and ſaid, Tam: and ye ſhall ſee the 
Son of man ſitting on the right-band of power, 
and coming in the clouds of | key When we 


look upon the ruddineſs of Chriſt, we ſhould 


look upon the whiteneſs of Chriſt; though he 
is red through his paſſion and ſufferings, yet 
he is white in reſpect to his purity, innocence, 
and glory: what if our Lord did drink of 
the brook by the way ? What if he did hum- 
ble himſelf to die the death of the croſs ? 
What if he was made a little lower than the 
angels? Yet he hath lift up his head, and 
God hath highly exalted him; ſo I have 


done with the firſt thing, the perſon judging, - 


and that is God. 
Secondly, The next thing propoſed to be ſpoken 


to, is the perſons judged; and they are here 


ſaid to be the dead, ſinall and great: by dead here 
we are not to underſtand perſons at that time 
literally dead; but ſuch that had been really 
dead, but were then quickned and raiſed : nor 
are we to underſtand it of thoſe that had been 
dead, and none but them; but alſo of thoſe 
that were found alive, to whom the change 
ſhould be inſtead of death ; for if Chriſt had 


power to raiſe the dead, we need not queſ- 


tion the power of Chriſt, to change thoſe 


that were then living: now the dead, ſmall 
and great, here mentioned, may be conſider- 


ed in a double ſenſe. 


if, 
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1//, By their different order in this life, 
ſmall and great. . 

zdly, By the ſameneſs of W in the o- 


ther life, landing before Gd. 


I½, By their different order in this life, ſmall 
and great: theſe terms may be conſidered 


more generally, and fo ſignify that every in- 


dividual perſon ſhall be brought before God 
in the day of judgment; not one ſhall be ex- 
empted, not one ſhall be excuſed; every ſon 
and daughter of Adam muſt then appear; not 
one will be miſſing at that day; we ule to 
ſay there is no general rule but there is ſome 
exception, but here is a general order with- 
out any exception: we may alſo take the 
words more particularly, ſmall and great, 
that 1s, oy” | | 

1. Perſons of all ſizes and ages. 

2, Perſons of all ranks and qualities. 

1. Of all ſizes and ages, young and old, 
little and great, from the ſhorteſt lived infant, 


to the longeſt lived Methuſelah ; it will not 
be the greenneſs of years, nor the greyneſs 


of hairs that will excuſe them ; here I would 
not be miſunderſtood, as though I ſuppoſ- 
ed, this text doth countenance that opi- 


nion of thoſe, that ſay at the general re- 


ſurrection, perſons ſhall riſe in the ſame ſta- 
ture they died in. No, I ſaw the dead, ſmall 
and great, that is, ſuch as had been ſmall, and 
ſuch as had been great, as here : I am rather 
apt to think, that perſons ſhall appear in the 
{ame goodlineſs of ſtature as Adam was * 

5 — RY . 
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ed in, and as our dear Redeemer died in, 
who was about thirty-three years of age; 
and this we know, the ſame body he died in, 


the ſame he was buried in, the ſame body he 


roſe in, and with the ſame body he will 


come to judge the world in; and we are told, 


the bodies of the ſaints ſhall be made like 
unto his glorious body, not only for ſplendor, 
but I am apt to think alſo for ſtature. 
2. Small and great, that is, perſons of all 
ranks and qualities, rich and poor, high and 
low, noble and ignoble, thoſe that God hath 
made the head, and thoſe that are the tail ; 
not one will be exempted ; the higheſt and 


the greateſt of the world's grandees, and the 


pooreſt and meaneſt vaſſals, will not be ex- 
cuſed ; the pooreſt Lazaruſes that are, that 


| fit on the dung-hill, that have nothing but 


rags to clothe them, or crumbs to feed them, 
ſhall not be overlooked, though they are 


here made the ſcorn and deriſion of their 


fellow- creatures; yet they ſhall have a fair 
and full hearing: ſo neither will greatneſs 
excuſe; in that day the buſy man muſt not 
ſay he cannot come; nor the great man he 


will not; no, perſons of all ranks muſt then 


appear and ſtand before God; it will not 


ſerve turn to appear by proxy, by ſending 
another in their ſtead; no, but they muſ? ap- 


pear in perſon. 


2dly, They are here deſcribed by the 


ſameneſs of poſture as they ſhall be in ano- 
ther life ; and that is, a ſtanding poſture, 
| | and 
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cometb will Igrant to fit with: me in ny throne, 


fatigued; they have no temptations to reſiſt, 


| 1 
and the ſame is among them all: the Hex - 
anders and Cefars that made the world trem- 
ble, ſhall then ſtand before God : but let us 
conſider the poſture itſelf; they are ſaid to 


ſtand before God: I find in ſcripture, the 


ſaints at the judgment are ſaid te ſit; our 
Lord ſpeaking to his followers, tells them, 
Luke xxii. 29. 1 appoint unto you a kingdom, 
as my Father hath appointed unto me, that ye max 
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and fit 
on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Iſrael ;. 
but perhaps you will ſay, this honour and. 
LG may be peculiar only to the apoſtles; 
that is not ſo, for our Lord ſays, Many ſhall. 
come from the eaſt, and. weſt, and ſball fit down. 
with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, in the kingdom. 
of heaven; but however, our Lord is more ex- 
reſs for this in Rev. iii. 2 1. To him that o r- 


as I alſo overcame, and am ſet dun with my 
Father in his throne : he, let it be who he will, . 
apoſtle or diſciple, miniſter or other believer, 
if he be a victorious believer, he ſhall fit with 
Chriſt; hence the throne is ſaid not only to 
be a throne, but a large throne : theſe ſeve- bw 
ral things, a ſitting poſture imports,  — - 

1/, Reſt after labour. The angels are ne- 
ver ſaid to fit, for they are never toiled and 


no corruptions to overcome. NN oa 
- 2dly, Sitting denotes contentment and ſa- 

tisfaction. | 8 15 nee 
2 34h. 


principally implies theſe three things: 


- 


[ 14 ] 


3dly, It intimates a nearneſs of relation; 


the wife and children fit when the ſervants 


ſtand. 


4thly, It denotes ſafety, ſuch are not liable 


to fall ; the throne muſt fall if they fall : but 
ſinners are ſaid to ſtand in the judgment; they 
all ſtand before God; which makes me be- 
lieve this principally refers to the latter part 
of the judgment; 1 ſaw the dead, ſmall and 
great, hand before God; but perhaps you will 
ſay, is it not ſaid, Sinners ſhall not fland in the 
judgment, as in Pſalm i. 5. Therefore the un- 
goaly ſhall not fland in the judgment ſtanding 
there ſignifies prevailing ; ſinners ſhall not 
prevail in the judgment; now this ſtandin 

1, Diſtance, eſtrangedneſs ; as I ſaid be- 
fore, near relations Gr, whilſt their ſervants and 
ſtrangers ſtand ; ſinners in that day ſhall find 
themſelves in the ſame ſtate of eſtrangedneſs 
to God, as they were in this world: as they 
were never united to Chriſt, it ſhall be the 
ſame with them at that day, and to all 
eternity, CRE . 

2dly, A ſtanding poſture is a waiting poſ- 
ture, an expecting and looking for ſomething ; 
finners in that day will be looking for ſome- 
thing, but for what ? The apoſtle tells us, 
Afearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indig- 
nation of the wrath of God. 

3d4ly, it denotes a readineſs to depart. We 


uſe to ſay, when perſons are ſtanding. they are 
going; finners will be in expectation of de- 


parting ; 


( ov 
parting ; the angels will eome to bind up the 
tares in bundles, and caſt them into everlaſt- 
ing burning; ſo much for the SEconD thing, 
the perſons judged, which are deſcribed by 
Gall and great, ſtanding before God ; we 
will draw an inference or two from this 


Second head, and fo proceed: = 


1/7, From the terms, ſmall and great, ſtand - 
ing before God, we may hence infer, what 
little reaſon the ſaints have anxiouſly to de- 
fire worldly greatneſs, or envy proſperous 
wickedneſs; theſe things will not exempt 
them from, or help them in the day of judg- 


ment; men of the greateſt places, andofgreat- 
eſt figure in the world, will not be eſteemed 
for that, then their cry. will not be, who 
will enrich us ? Who will advance us? No, 


riches profit nothing in the day of wrath; they 
will not profit in the day of mens wrath ; for 
they will not keep the godly from plunder- 
ing ; neither will they profit in the day of 
God's wrath, for they will not keep the wick- 
ed from damning : neither ſhould we envy 
the proſperity of the wicked; if the wicked 
ſpread themſelves like a green bay-tree ; tho' 
als eyes ſtand out with fatneſs, and th 
have more than heart can wiſh; yet do. not 
envy them their ſhort happineſs ; theſe things 
will not help them in the day of judgment, 
nor exempt them from it, as I ſaid before. 
2d, From the poſture of ſtanding before 


| God, let finners conſider their duty; as ever you 


would not ſtand hopeleſs, helpleſs, and ſpeech- 
leſs 
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leſs at the bar of Chriſt hereafter; let not 
Chriſt ſtand at the door of your hearts ſlight- 
ed now; you know the expreſſion in Rev. iii. 
20. Bebol 1 fland at the door and knock ;. there 
is matter of attention, and a note of attention : 
the matter 1s to ſee Chriſt ſtand at the door 
of a ſinner's heart; behold it with a believing 
eye, that Chriſt ſtands there; and with an eye 
of thankfulneſs, that he waits there; what's 
the meaning of it? Why, he knocks ſome times 
by his providences, ſome times by proſperous, 
and ſome times by adverſe providences; he 
knocks ſome times by afflictions, and ſome 
times by ſermons; and theſe knocks are re- 
peated over and over again; we have line 
upon line, and precept upon precept; but 
then obſerve the poſture of Chriſt, ſtand- 
ing there, waiting to ſee the ifſue and 
event, putting up many an unkind denial. It 
| may be the wonder of ſaints to eternity, to 
10 tee Chriſt ſtand at the ſinner's heart; it is un- 
Hill fit for him to do ſo, but it is very unfit to 
| cauſe him to do fo; but moſt of all to occa- 
ſion him to do it in vain; as I obſerved before, 
10 a ſtanding poſture is but one degree be- 
| tween that and a moying poſture ; and a ſin- 
& ner ſhould conſider this, Chriſt will not always 
Will ſtay ; and then wo to that ſoul whom Chriſt 
is departed from. I come now, | 2 
Zaly, To the laſt thing propoſed to be ſpoken 
to, the form and method of the procedure in 
| the day of judgment; and that is, the opening 
jf of the books and judging of the dead, out of 
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thoſe things that were written in the books 
according to their works: theſe words- are 
an alluſion to thoſe in the prophet, Dan. x11. 1. 
and at that time thy people ſhall be delivered, e- 
very one that ſhall be found written in the book, 
but more particularly to Dan. vii. 9, 10. 1 
beheld till the thrones were caſt down ; and. the 
antient of days did fit, whoſe garment was white 
as ſniw, and the hair of his head like the pure 
wool : his throne was like a fiery flame, and bis 
wheels like burning fire; a fiery ſtream iſſued, and 
came forth from before him : thouſand thou= 


ſands miniſtred unto him, and ten thouſand 


times ten thouſand ſtocd before him : the judg- 
ment was ſet, and the books were opened: in 
both theſe places it is an alluſion to the man- 
ner of humane courts of judicature ; for when 
there are any records, or matters that are 
committed to writing, they are produced, 
the Law-books and Statute-books are brought 
forth to ſee, what is law and what is not: 
but here let us conſider what we are to un- 
derſtand by thoſe books; they are commonly 
thought to be theſe four: the Book of God's 
Omniſcience, the Book of the Sinner's Con- 
ſcience, the Book of the Holy Scriptures, and 


laſtly, the Book of Life. 


J, There is the book of God's omni- 


ſcience, which is called the Book of his Re- 


membrance, as in Mal. iii. 16. Then they that 


| feared the Lord ſpake often one to another, and 


a book of remembrance was written before him; 


Not that we ſhould imagine, that the eternal 


D mind 


„ « 
F*14 — 


( 28 ] 


mind ſtands in need of a book to take account 
of the actions of his creatures: No, but it is 
recorded there as ſafe, as if it were written 
in a book; all the ſinful thoughts, idle diſ- 
courſes, and ſinful actions of men are record- 
ed there; and God himſelf will be a (ſwift 
witneſs againſt them. 
2dly, There is the book of conſcience. 
Conſcience will not only execute the office 
of a judge and witneſs, but of a ſecretary ; it 
regiſters and writes down every thing, and 
therefore it is called Conſcience, from con 
and /c:re a knowing together with God; 
and this book will alſo be opened. 
[ Zaly, There is the book of the Holy Scrip- 
j tures. In the Holy Scriptures we read of a 
| | three-fold law, the Law of Nature, the Law 
| of Moſes, and the Goſpel, or Law of Faith. 
i now the Heathens will be judged by the law 
| of nature, as in Rom. ii. 12. There is the law 
of Moſes, and that the Jews ſhall be judged by; 
ill ſays our Lord, Do not think that I will accuſe you 
Wh! to the Father, there is one that accuſeth you, even 
| Meſes, in whom you truſt : but then Chriſtians 
| ſhall be judged by the Goſpel, Rom. ii. 16. 
100 In that day, when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of 
Wil. men by Jeſus Chriſt, according to my goſpel ; and 
Wh! now, wo to us, if we fall under condemna- 
1 tion. Chriſtians, they have not only the 
law of nature, and the law of Moſes, but the 
goſpel of Chriſt; and wo to them if they 
miſcarry: to have the promiſes, the prophe- 
ies, and precepts of the goſpel proguced 
an 
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19 | 
and alledged againſt the ſinner; as if Chriſt 
ſhould ſay, did not I promiſe, if thou would'ſt 
aſk, it ſhould be given thee? Did not I pro- 


miſe, if thou would'ſt ſeek, thou ſhould'ſt 


find? Did not I promiſe, if thou would'ſt 
knock, it ſhould be opened to thee ? Did I 
not command thee to believe in me? Did 
not I invite thee to come to me for life? And 
to that end, did I not ſend my ambaſſadors 
to beſeech you, that you would be reconciled 
to God? Did I not ſend my ſervants to bid 


you to the Supper? Did I not tell you, that 


all things were ready, that my Spirit was 


ready, that I and my Father were ready, that 


Grace and Glory were ready, and are you 
not ready ? But then in the text, here is a- 
nother book that ſhall be opened, which is 
here called the Book of Life: two things are 


_ requiſite to be ſpoken to. 


I/, What we are to underſtand by this 


book of life. 


2dly, Why it is ſo called, from the reſt of 


the books. The ableſt divines agree, by this 


book of life is meant the eternal immutablede- 
cree of God ; wherein, as in a book the Names 
of the Ele& are written ; this is frequently 


called in ſcripture by ſeveral terms, Dan. xii. i. 
It is barely called a Book ; ſometimes it is ex- 
preſſed by having our Names written in Hea- 
ven: ſo our Lord ſaid to his followers, Luke, 


x. 20. Rejoice becauſe your name Sore written in 
Heaven; ſometimes it is called the Lamb's 


Book of Life, Rev. xiii. 8. and all that dwell on 


D 2 earth 


Af 
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earth ſhall worſhip him, whoſe names are not 
written in the Book of Life of the Lamb ; but 
moſt frequently it is called The Book of Life, 
Phil. iv. 3. whoſe names are in the Book of Life, 
Rev. xxii. 19. And if any man ſhall take awa 

from the words of the book of this propheſy, God 
ſhall take away his Part out of the Book of Life: 
not that we muſt ſuppoſe there is any ſuch 
thing as a material book, the expreſſion is 
metaphorical ; that is, that God's eternal 


Elect are all as fully known by him, as if their 


names were particularly recorded in a book. 
2d'y, Why it is called another book diſtinct 
from' the reſt; I humbly conceive, the dif- 
ference lies in theſe three things, eſpecially, 
1/7, Other books are common to all ſorts 
of perſons ; but this is peculiar to the Elect 
only ; the Book of God's Remembrance, the 
Book of Conſcience, and the Book of Scripture, 


belong to one as well as to another; but this 
only to the Elect; and here are the feweſt 


names in this book. 
24ly, The other Books are made up of 


Judgment and Mercy, but this purely of 


Mercy and Grace : conſcience accuſes as 
well as excuſes; the ſcripture ſings of judg- 
ment as well as of mercy; but this Book of 
Life is made up only of Grace. ; 
34ly, This differs with reſpect to the ma- 
nifeſtation of it; other books are revealed in 
this life, but this is not: how far a perſon 


may know his name is written- in the Book 


of Life, I ſhall not now determine; but in re- 
Wh e pee 


114 
ſpect to others, they cannot be certain, till 
the day of judgment: we may know it in 
reſpect of ourſelves, God's ſpirit witneſſing 
"i ours that we are his children; we may 
with reſpe& to others paſs a judgment of 
charity, but not of certainty ; but then the 
books will be opened, and it ſhall be known. 
From this head we may infer theſe two. 
things ; | 
1, The equity of judgment. 
2. The accuracy of judgment. Te 
1. How equitable it will be; Chriſt in 
that day will proceed no other way than ac- 
cording to the Statute-law ; he will do righ- 
teous judgment; he will go according to the 
book. Perſons here may be byaſſed, and 
judgment may be perverted ; but in that day, 
none ſhall have cauſe to complain, eve 
mouth ſhall be ſtopt, for every ſtep ſhall be 
ws We may conſider the exactneſs of this 
judgment, when perſons are minded to be. 
exact in any thing they commit it to writing: 
all the ſwarms of idle thoughts, as well as of 
ſinful words, are all regiſtered; it ſhall not be 
the cloſeneſs of thy fins, nor the multiplicity 
of them, that ſhall. hinder their coming to 
judgment, fince they are all regiſtered : far 
ther it is ſaid, the dead were judged cut of thoſe _ 
things that were written in the books according 
to their works; the meaning in ſhort I take 
. to be this, that the works of impenitent ſin- 
3 ners, in the day of account, ſhall be compared 
with the law written in their natures, and 


with 
_ 


— 


1 
with the law contained in the ſcriptures, 


and ſhall fee how agreeable or diſagreeable 
they have been to them, and fo ſhall have 


their ſentence ; as if Chriſt ſhould ſay, Did 
not thy conſcience tell thee thou oughteſt 


not to do ſo and ſo? Did not my ward tell 
thee thou muſt own, honour, fear and truſt 
in God? Did not my word tell thee thou 
ſhouldeſt walk conſcionably, equitably, ſo- 
berly, that thou ſhould walk humbly and 


ſelf-denyingly in reſpect to thyſelf? Now 


didſt thou lay hold of eternal life? Didſt 
thou offer a holy violence againſt every thing 
that was contrary to my. word? Did not 


my word tell thee thou ſhouldſt watch and 


be ſober to the end ? That whatever thy hand 
findeth to do, thou ſhouldſt do it with all 
thy might? What ſayſt thou to all this? But 
when we would interpret the words thus, 
we muſt take heed of two things ; 
17, Of bringing in the doctrine of merit, 
as if the righteous in that day ſhall by their. 
works merit glory : No, mark it, the works 
of the wicked ſhall merit deſtruction, but 
life is the gift of God ; ſo faith the apoſtle, 
The wages of fin 1s death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life. 18 5 
2dly, We muſt take care of ſhutting out 
faith. Tt is true, all ſhall be judged by their 


works; but then mark it, there are works 
that flow from a principle of faith; and there 


are works that flow from a principle of fin : 
now the wicked ſhall be judged without any 
e Ar reſpect 
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reſpect to that faith, the righteous have; 
without reſpect to that faith in Chriſt, which 
is the only thing that turns the ſcale to ſave 
them : He that believes in the Son hath ever- 
laſting life ; it is certain the works of God's 
people ſhall be mentioned, and not the leaſt 
work forgotten; not the leaſt work of cha- 
rity or piety, not a ſecret groan, not a pious 
Inſtruction, or admonition, no, not a cup of 
cold water : water you know is that which 
is common and eaſy to be had; and a cup 
of water is no great e“ ; and a cup 
of cold water that you have been at no pains 
in warming of it; this ſhall not be forgot. 
Whether the ſins of God's people be then 
made manifeſt, I ſhall not determine; but if 
they are, it will not be to their ſhame or 
ſorrow : but I am apt to think they will not, 
from the many expreſſions we have in ſcrip- 
ture of God's pardoning the fins of his peo- 
ple: I. even I. am he that blotteth out your ini- 
uities; and elſewhere, he is ſaid to cat them 
into the depths of the ſea, that they ſhall never 
be found to riſe up in 3 againſt the 
8 of God. Again, Gad is ſaid to caſ them 


ebind his back ; nay, it is ſaid, I will forgive 


their unrighteouſneſs, and their fins I will re- 
member no more ; but this is only by the way : 
when it is here ſaid, the works of God's 
people ſhall be mentioned, and the people 
of God ſhall be judged by their works; 
we mult not exclude the doctrine of faith; 
for if God's people were judged by their 


works, 


e 

works, without reſpect to their faith in 
Chriſt, then the moſt ſtrict perſon in the 
world could not be able to anſwer God, one. 
of a thouſand ; he could not ſtand, for the - 
beſt of his performances are attended with 
fin and imperfection. From what has 
been delivered, we may ſay this much, if 
Chriſt is the judge, and ſmall and great 
mult ſtand before him; then ſay to the wick- 
ed, wo to the wicked, it ſhall go ill with him: 

1. Wo to the ſtupidly ignorant, thoſe that 
are wilfully ignorant; ſuch ſhall periſh for 
lack of knowledge; not knowing their Ma- 
ſter's will, will not excuſe ſuch. 
2. Wo to the atheiſtical ſcoffers in that 
day: ſuch that ſay, my Lord delays his 
coming; the Lord is not flack concerning 
his promiſe, as ſome count; though they 
think God dclays, yet their judgment delays 
not. 
3. Wo to the jovial ſinners in that day 
that ſpend their days in pleaſures; ſuch that 
are taken up with the pleaſures and vanities 
of the world; it is a fweet feaſt to ſuch till 
that reckoning comes: ſuch may walk in 
the ſight of their eyes, and fulfil the deſires 
of their hearts ; but know for all theſe things, 
that God will bring them into judgment. 

4. Wo to the covetous miſers of this 
world, whoſe hearts are pinned to the earth; 
who make gold their God; who cry con- 
tinually give, give; that ſell their fouls 3 
8 ogy their 


.. 
their Saviour for a little ſilver; the world, 
their god, ſhall be ſet on fire. 
5. Wo alſo to bloody perſecutors; ſuch 
that are for murdering their brethren; ſuch 
that are for ſtaining the ſword of authority 
with the blood of innocence; the ſouls under 
the altar are crying, how long, O Lord, ere 
thou avenge our blood; if ſuch that would 
not relieve the people of God ſhall be 


damned, What will become of thoſe that 


rſecute and deſtroy them? 


6. This day will be a woeful day to all 


hypocrites ; then the hypocrites ſhall be un- 
caſt and unmaſked; the fair glove will be pul- 
led off the foul hand; fearfulneſs will ſur- 
prize the hypocrite, and it will be a terrible 
time to them: but to conclude. a 
Say ye to the righteous it ſhall be well with 
tbem : Chriſt, who is their Friend, will he 


their Judge; the books will be opened, and 


a great day it will be, but it will be a good 
day to the people of God ; it is the wicked 


that ſhall cry, The great day of his wrath is 


come; but it will be a day of redemption, a 
time of refreſhing to the people of God; the 


trumpet of God will not ſound death, but 


life to the belicver ; it will be a day of nup- 
tials, of entering into reſt; it will be a corona- 


tion-day 3 here the Saints rejoice, and they 
rejoice in believing, but then they will re-, 
Joice in beholding : it is true, the trumpet, 


will be ſounding, the tribes will be mourn - 
ing, 


* 
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At: 
ing: . the rocks will be renting, and the world 


will be wrapt up in flames; yet, Say ge to. the. 
rightecus, it | 


ſpall. be well cg bin; / juſtice 
having. taken ſatisfaction of the head, . 
not come on the members for it. 1 
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